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Birding  in  the  Snow 

December  field  trip  was  taken  on  Sunday,  December  11th,  to  the  University 
ot  California  campus.  Wrapped  in  sweaters  and  coats,  twenty-one  members  and 
guests  braved  the  extremely  cold  morning  (temperature  28°)  and  occasional 
snow  to  complete  the  first  “Audubon  Snow  Trip.”  In  the  absence  of  Charles 
Biyant,  the  regular  field  trip  leader,  Mrs.  H.  P.  Bracelin  proved  a very  consider- 
ate substitute  and  thoughtfully  brought  along  copies  of  the  new  pocket  list  of  the 
“Birds  of  the  Berkeley  Campus”  for  distribution. 


The  friendly  invitation  of  Professor  and  Mrs.  James  T.  Allen  to  visit  their 
home  in  Strawberry  canyon  and  watch  the  birds  on  their  feeding  tray,  was  grate- 
fully and,  indeed,  wisely  accepted.  Not  only  were  we  permitted  to  watch  the  birds 
from  the  window,  and  to  lunch  and  warm  ourselves  by  the  roaring  logs  in  the 
liieplace,  but  steaming  hot  tea  and  coffee  were  graciously  served  which  materi- 
ally aided  us  to  forget  the  coldness  of  the  winter  day.  Their  hospitality  will  long 
linger  in  our  memories  of  the  1932  trip  to  the  Berkeley  campus. 

The  morning's  birding  was  quite  successful  irrespective  of  the  falling  snow. 
A careful  seaich  was  made  for  birds  suffering  from  the  cold  but  none  was  encoun- 
tered. Most  of  the  birds  seen  were  studied  under  conditions  that  we  seldom  find  in 
the  field  as  they  allowed  us  to  approach  within  a few  feet. 

The  first  attraction  was  a Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  flashing  the  ordinarily 
concealed  ruby-crown.  Immediately  thereafter  three  Killdeer  and  several  Cali- 
fornia Gulls  were  found  on  a nearby  lawn. 

To  the  majority  present,  the  most  thrilling  event  upon  the  campus  was  that 
of  a very  close  approach  of  a Townsend  Warbler  and  of  several  Varied  Thrushes. 
A very  interesting  study  was  also  made  of  a group  composed  of  Golden-crowned, 
Fox  and  Song  Sparrows;  Brown  and  Spotted  Towhees;  and  California  Jays,  upon 
the  lawns  at  Faculty  Glade.  Mrs.  Allen  surmised  that  Audubon  Warblers  found 
upon  the  lawns  were  probably  feeding  on  dead  insects. 


A rather  careful  but  fruitless  search  was  made  for  the  Mockingbird  reported 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  tennis  courts  several  times  lately. 


A total  of  thirty  species  was  observed  as  follows: 


Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
Sparrow  Hawk 
California  Quail 
Killdeer 
California  Gull 
Barn  Owl 

Red-shafted  Flicker 
Black  Phoebe 
Coast  Steller  Jay 
California  Jay 


Plain  Titmouse 
Bush-tit 
Bewick  Wren 
Varied  Thrush 
Dwarf  Hermit  Thrush 
Western  Robin 
Western  Bluebird 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
Cedar  Waxwing 
Audubon  Warbler 


Townsend  Warbler 
English  House  Sparrow 
Green-backed  Goldfinch 
Spotted  Towhee 
Brown  Towhee 
Fox  Sparrow 
Junco 

Nuttall's  Sparrow 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


From  Mrs.  Allen’s  window  we  were  able  to  see  some  of  the  daily  customers 
at  her  feeding  tray.  The  large  numbers  that  came  to  feed  or  drink  during  the 
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short  time  that  we  had  to  observe  proved  their  appreciation  of  the  food  and  water 
provided  for  them.  Pieces  of  baked  potato,  sunflower  and  other  seeds,  and  fat 
(melted  so  that  it  would  stick  to  the  table,  thereby  preventing  its  being  carried 
away  in  large  pieces)  were  on  the  bill  of  fare  for  the  day.  Fox  and  Song  Sparrows, 
Brown  and  Spotted  Towliees  and  a California  Jay  delighted  us  with  their  visits. 

Robert  Taylor,  Historian. 


Christmas  Bird  Census  at  Benicia 


The  following  census  of  birds  was  taken  at  Benicia,  California,  on  December 
24,  1932,  from  8:30  a.  m.  to  4:30  p.  m.  Weather — clear;  light  east  wind;  tempera- 
ture 3S°  at  start.  45°  at  return.  Light  frost  during  previous  night.  Territory 
covered — Benicia  to  point  eight  miles  northeast  on  state  highway;  via  auto,  but 
with  frequent  stops  to  canvass  adjacent  country  on  foot. 


1  Pied-billed  Grebe 

7 California  Heron 
53  American  Egret 

21  Black-cr.  Night  Heron 
350+  Canada  Goose  * 
3500+  Lesser  Snow  Goose 
18  Baldpate 

1200+  American  Pintail 
3 Green-winged  Teal 
18  Shoveller 
12  Canvas-back 
17  Ruddy  Duck 

6 Red-tailed  Hawk 

8 Marsh  Hawk 

7 Desert  Sparrow  Hawk 
55  Valley  Quail 
2000+  American  Coot 
24  Killdeer 

45  Black-bellied  Plover 
20  Greater  Yellowlegs 
Total  58  species,  ab 


35  Red-backed  Sandpiper. 
43  Long-billed  Dowitcher 
225+  Western  Sandpiper 
24  Western  Gull 
35  California  Gull 
2 Bonaparte’s  Gull 

2 Burrowing  Owl 

3 Anna’s  Hummingbird 

2 Red-shafted  Flicker 

1 Say’s  Phoebe 

3 Horned  Lark 

2 Tree  Swallow 
7 Nicasio  Jay 

2 Suisun  Marsh  Wren 

2 Western  Robin 

1 Dwarf  Hermit  Thrush 
12  Western  Bluebird 
75  Mountain  Bluebird 

3 Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

13,414  individuals. 


125+  American  Pipit 
17  Cedar  Waxwing 
20  California  Shrike 

7 Audubon’s  Warbler 
150+  Western  Meadowlark 
15  Bicolored  Red-wing 

1 Tricolored  Red-wing 
3200+  Brewer’s  Blackbird 
13  Purple  Finch 
150+  Common  House  Finch 
1400+  Willow  Goldfinch 
25  Green-backed  Goldfinch 
1 S.  F.  Towhee 
200+  Savannah  Sparrow 
15  Lark  Sparrow 
150+  Junco 
70  Nuttall’s  Sparrow 
3 Golden-cr.  Sparrow 

8 Suisun  Song  Sparrow 


A few  Tree  Swallows  have  stayed  here  over  the  winter  in  previous  years 
also.  They  spend  much  time  skimming  over  or  near  the  marsh.  A flock  of  about 
fifty  Whistling  Swans  which  have  been  wintering  in  the  territory  covered  were 
absent  at  the  time  of  this  canvass. 


James  M.  Barkley  and  Emerson  A.  Stoner,  Benicia,  California. 


Christmas  Bird  Census  for  1932 

San  Francisco,  California.  (Marina,  Presidio,  Golden  Gate  Park,  Ocean 
Beach  and  Lake  Merced),  December  18th,  9 a.  m.  to  6 p.  m.,  overcast  in  the 
morning  with  sun  in  the  afternoon.  Average  temperature  46°. 

Marina  to 
Beach 

Eared  Grebe  

Western  Grebe  42 

Pied-billed  Grebe  4 

Common  Mallard  73 

Baldpate  17 

American  Pintail  1 

Green-winged  Teal 

Redhead  

Ring-necked  Duck  44 


Golden  Gate 
Park 
4 

9 

374 

9 

1 

1 

1 


Lake 

Merced 

43 

9 

22 

11 

46 

75 

O 
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Canvas-back 

Lesser  Scaup 

Buffle-head 

Surf  Scoter  "+ 

Ruddy  Duck ir 

Shar  p-shin  ned  1 1 a w k 

9 

California  Quail  .. 

American  Coot 

Killdeer 1A„ 

Glaucous-winged  Gull 

Western  Gull 

California  Gull 

Ring-billed  Gull , 

Short-billed  Gull  . 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  ... 

Anna’s  Hummingbird 

Red-shafted  Flicker 

Black  Phoebe 

Chestnut-backed  Chickadee 

Coast  Bush-tit 

Vigor’s  Wren  ... 

Title  Wren  .... 

Western  Robin  .. 

Pacific  Varied  Thrush 

Dwarf  Hermit  Thrush 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

American  Pipit  

Audubon  Warbler  . 

Yellow-throat  ... 

English  House  Sparrow 

California  Purple  Finch 

Common  House  Finch 

San  Francisco  Spurred  Towhee 

5 

Point  Pinos  Junco... 

Nut  tail’s  Sparrow 

Golden-crowned  Sparrow 

Fox  Sparrow 

Song  Sparrow  . 

401 

362 

65 

8 

5 

7 

149 

i 

150  + 

2 

180 

50 

410 

200 

223 

310 

97 

600  + 

33 

105  + 

90 

1150  + 

4 

19 

2 

28 

23 

IS 

14 

5 

9 

O 

149 

5 

55 

94 

8 

7 

s 

17 

•) 

o 

10 

20 

9 

«3 

24 

11 

19 

7 

134 

97 

141 

7 

1 

2 

5 

IS 

13 

85 

21 

549 

44 

32 

2 

27 

15 

36 

61 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  birds  were  observed  only  along  the 
arina  and  at  the  Beach:  Red-throated  Loon  2;  California  Brown  Pelican  3S- 
Parailon  Cormorant  43;  White-winged  Scoter  19;  Sora  Rail  2;  Snowy  Plover  10 : 

„ Rlld  19«’  ,Ruddy  Turnst°ne  2;  Black  Turnstone  28;  Sanderling  S2;  Western 
Belted  Kingfisher  1;  Brewer’s  Blackbird  537+. 


Golden  Gate  Park  only:  Western  House  Wren  1;  Western  Winter  Wren  1 ■ 
Dusky  Warbler  1. 


Lake  Merced  only:  Horned  Grebe  15;  California  Heron  4;  Black-crowned 
Night  Heron  3;  American  Bittern  4;  Red-breasted  Merganser  6;  Cooper’s  Hawk 
1;  Western  Red-tailed  Hawk  3;  Desert  Sparrow  Hawk  2;  Virginia  Rail  1;  Wil- 
son’s Snipe  14;  Least  Sandpiper  1;  Herring  Gull  4;  Burrowing  Owl  1;  Horned 
Lark  4;  Ruddy  Wren-tit  3;  Western  Gnatcatcher  1;  Cedar  Waxwing  3-  Shrike  2- 
Myrtle  Warbler  72;  Western  Meadowlark  1;  San  Francisco  Red-wing  Black- 
bird 11;  Green-backed  Goldfinch  1. 

A total  of  84  species,  11,356+  individuals. 

Observers:  Commander  and  Mrs.  Henry  E.  Parmenter;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Stephens,  Mesdames  H.  P.  Bracelin,  G.  Earle  Kelly;  Misses  Christine  Danz,  Jean 
Hunt,  Cornelia  Pringle:  Messrs.  B.  C.  Bremer,  Chas.  A.  Bryant,  F.  M.  Jencks. 
Ai thin  H.  Myer,  Carl  Smith;  Robert  Taylor;  Gordon  Bolander,  Paul  Lehman, 
\ incent  Mobiay,  Claience  Smith;  Scouts  Flanders,  Frey,  Rosenstein,  Schweizer 
Shaw,  Vasconcellos. 
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Audubon  Notes 


January  Meeting:  The  16th  annual 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday  eve- 
ning, the  12th,  at  8 o’clock,  room  19,  2nd 
lioor,  Ferry  Building. 

Annual  reports  will  be  presented  and 
officers  and  directors  elected  tor  the 
coming  year. 

The  speaker  of  the  evening  will  be 
Mr.  Rodney  Ellsworth,  whose  subject 
will  be  “The  Causes  for  Animal  Fluctu- 
ations in  California  since  the  Advent  of 
the  White  Man.” 

Directors’  Meeting:  There  will  be  a 
meeting  of  the  Directors  at  7 : 15  o’clock 
in  the  Ferry  Building. 

January  Field  Trip  will  be  taken  to 
the  wild  waterfowl  sanctuary  at  Lake 
Merritt,  Oakland,  on  Sunday,  the  15th. 
San  Francisco  members  will  take  Key 
Route  boat  at  9 a.  m.  and  the  Grand 
Avenue  car  on  the  Twenty-second 
Street  train,  leaving  the  car  at  Grand 
Avenue  and  Perkins  Street,  where 
party  will  meet  at  9 : 45  a.  m. 

East  Bay  members  will  transfer  from 
any  traction  main  line  to  Grand  Avenue 
or  Lakeshore  Avenue  cars.  Leader, 
C.  A.  Bryant. 

1933  Dues.  The  annual  dues  for  the 
year  of  1933  are  now  payable  and  all 
members  are  asked  to  make  their  re- 
mittances as  early  as  possible  to  the 
Treasurer.  It  is  requested  that  all 
checks  be  made  in  the  name  of  the 
Audubon  Association  of  the  Pacific. 

•?S',  "o'.  "rj1. 

December  Meeting:  The  185th  regu- 
lar meeting  was  held  on  December  8th, 


in  room  19,  Ferry  Building,  with  thirty- 
eight  members  and  guests  present. 
President  Brighton  C.  Cain  presiding. 

The  nominating  committee  submits 
the  following  names  for  officers  for  the 
year  of  1933.  Other  names  may  be  sub- 
mitted at  the  January  meeting. 
President — Charles  A.  Bryant. 

First  Vice-President — Robert  Taylor. 
Second  Vice-President — Mrs.  Otis  H. 
Smith. 

Treasurer — Mrs.  A.  B.  Stephens. 
Recording  Secretary — James  S.  Smith. 
Corresponding  Secretary  — C.  B.  Las- 
treto. 

Directors — Miss  Cornelia  C.  Pringle. 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Bracelin. 

Miss  Selma  Werner. 

Field  observations  were  reported  as 
follows: 

Commander  and  Mrs.  Parmenter: 
November  27,  San  Andreas  Lake,  Spot- 
ted Sandpiper,  seven  Ring-necked 
Ducks,  ten  Canada  Geese;  2Sth,  four- 
teen Canada  Geese  and  on  Crystal 
Springs  Lake,  eighteen:  29th,  San  Ma- 
teo and  Dumbarton  Bridges,  Least, 
Red-backed  and  Western  Sandpipers  in 
the  usual  large  numbers;  two  Snowy 
Plovers,  one  Willet,  Bonaparte  Gulls  in 
large  numbers,  forty  White  Pelicans, 
fourteen  American  Egrets. 

Mrs.  Otis  H.  Smith:  November  27 
and  2S,  Yolanda,  Cedar  Waxwings. 

President  Brighton  C.  Cain  was  the 
speaker  of  the  evening.  Under  the  title 
“Sundry  Observations  of  Birds,”  Presi- 
dent Cain  delivered  an  interesting  talk 
which  he  illustrated  with  several  reels 
of  excellent  motion  pictures. 
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